Mission

THE SOUTH BENTON ADVISORY COUNCIL (SOBAC) IS ON A MISSION TO PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR
LOCAL COLLABORATIONS AND SENSIBLE INVESTMENT IN OUR COMMUNITY AND FAMILIES.

History of SoBac

History: In 2013, United Way received a fifteen-year bequest from the Margaret E. Hull Fund of the Oregon Community
Foundation (the Hull Fund) to conduct United Way's mission work specifically to benefit residents of rural Benton County. To
ensure investment of bequest funds meets the needs and desires of community members, United Way conducted a Needs
Assessment in the rural south county communities of Alpine, Bellfountain, Glenbrook, Ingram Island, Irish Bend, and Monroe.

This exploratory assessment provided a first step in establishing relationships between United Way and South Benton County
residents and leadership groups. It also informed United Way of the needs and assets of the assessed communities and
where funding will have the greatest sustainable impact.

Numerous assets exist in the communities of South Benton County, including two local non-profits dedicated to enhancing
the livability of the region, a new community library, multiple local programs and a community dedication to volunteerism.
Despite the community’s many strengths, the assessment detailed numerous priority issues that United Way could help
address. Priority issues include the need for consistent and regular afterschool and summer activities for youth, career and
leadership training for youth, healthy and safe outdoor recreation and exercise options and relationship building between
Hispanic and non-Hispanic communities in the area.

As a result of the relationships established through the needs assessment, United Way formed the South Benton Community
Advisory Group (SBAG), now called South Benton Advisory Council (SOBAC). This group, comprised of local residents, is a
culturally and collaboratively minded committee that aims to create long-lasting, sustainable impact within the South Benton
County Communities. SOoBAC is charged with the distribution and leveraging of the Hull Fund to support the identified needs
of the community.

“United Way has a very simple mission: to increase our organized capacity to care for one another.”

To perform United Way mission work and to address the priority issues highlighted in the needs assessment, SOBAC continues
to work collaboratively with United Way's Community Impact Committee (UW-CIC) to develop and implement a strategic plan
for the funding allocation process including a culturally appropriate funding cycle application and budget and reporting forms.
UW-CIC and current SoBAC members will collaboratively participate in the annual fund allocation and project evaluation
process.
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